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SUBJECT: SAN JOSE CONFERENCE - LEGAL ASPECTS OF ACTING 

REF: SAN SALVADOR 2331 

UNDER THE RIO TREATY ALL ACTIONS ARE TAKEN BY AN QTE ORGAN 
OF CONSULTATION UNQTE (O/C). THIS BODY IS COMPOSED OF 
THE FOREIGN MINISTERS OR THEIR DESIGNATES. ALL DECISIONS 
OF THE O/C ARE TAKEN BY A TWO-THIRDS VOTE, AND WILL BE 
TAKEN IN THIS FASHION UNTIL A PROTOCOL OF AMENDMENT TO 
THE RIO TREATY ACTUALLY COMES INTO EFFECT. IN ADDITION, 

THE RESOLUTION OF THE NINTH MEETING OF FOREIGN MINISTERS, 
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WHICH IMPOSED THE CUBA SANCTIONS, PROVIDED THAT THE PER- 
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MANENT COUNCIL, IN ITS OWN RIGHT, COULD LIFT THE SANCTIONS 
BY TWO-THIRDS VOTE QTE AT SUCH TIME AS THE GOVERNMENT OF 
CUBA SHALL HAVE CEASED TO CONSTITUTE A DANGER TO THE 
PEACE AND SECURITY OF THE HEMISPHERE UNQTE. THUS, THERE 
WILL BE TWO ALTERNATIVES TO CHOOSE FROM IF THERE IS A 
MOVE TO DO SOMETHING ABOUT THE SANCTIONS IN SAN IOSE, 

AS WE EXPECT: 1) CONVOKE AN O/C TO DEAL WITH THE ISSUE 
IN ANY WAY TWO-THIRDS OF THE DELEGATES THINK BEST, OR 
2) CONVOKE A SPECIAL MEETING OF THE PERMANENT COUNCIL 
TO DEAL WITH THE QUESTION UNDER THE (RELATIVELY NARROW) 
TERMS OF THE 1964 RESOLUTION. IN EITHER CASE, A MEETING 
OF THE COUNCIL WOULD HAVE TO BE HELD, SINCE THE O/C CAN 
ONLY BE CONVOKED BY THE COUNCIL. THE COUNCIL CAN MEET 
IN SAN IOSE IF NECESSARY. KISSINGER 
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